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MARSHALL CAREER SERVICES      
By TAYLOR STUCK
THE PARTHENONMarshall University veterans met in the Shawkey Room of the Student Center Tuesday to learn more about service-con-nected compensation and how 
to receive the most benefits.Dustin Murphy, Student Gov-ernment Association veteran’s affairs liaison, organized the 
event. Murphy, an Iraq war 
veteran, knows firsthand how 
difficult and confusing it can be 
for veterans filing a claim with the United States Department 
of Veterans Affairs.  
“I wanted to do this because, 
honestly, it took me filing two or three years to become the percentage I am at now — 50 percent service connected,” 
Murphy said. “It is one of those things that didn’t come 
overnight.”According to the VA department website, service-connected compensation is a 
tax-free monetary benefit paid to veterans with disabilities brought on by injury or disease 
incurred while on active duty.Douglas Woodard, a national 
service officer with Paralyzed 
Veterans of America and a graduate of Marshall, led the 
discussion. The PVA is a non-
profit organization was started in 1946 and assists veterans with disabilities and their 
families.Woodard, a veteran of the Navy, said the initiative to help soldiers when they come back home started with Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural ad-
dress after the Civil War.“In his speech he stated, ‘To care for him who shall have 
worn the battle,’” Woodard said. 
“He was talking about veterans.”
Murphy said there are many 
benefits for students who are veterans at Marshall and in West Virginia, but many 
don’t know about them. Many 
benefits also require a service-connected compensation at 20 percent or higher, so it is also important veterans learn how 
to file a claim. “When a veteran is on ac-tive duty, regardless of the time period, if he or she incurs or aggravates a disease or in-jury, that veteran can receive monetary compensation for the duration of their life if it is 
deemed to be a chronic condi-
tion,” Woodard said.Woodard explained the three pieces veterans need to have their claim approved; documentation of active duty, a current diagnoses and a link or nexus that connects the 
two. If a veteran is denied a grant, he or she can chose to appeal 
the decision. Woodard said that many times, veterans do not have all three elements they 
need to be approved.“What happens is so many veterans will be missing one 
of the three elements, and they 
get mad,” Woodard said. “They think ‘Why are they doing this 
to me? I served my country.’ But 
you know what, the VA officials don’t know you and they have black and white language they 
have to go by. You have to have 
evidence.”Woodard was available for the rest of the day to answer 
specific questions posed by veterans and to meet one on 
one.
Taylor Stuck can be con-
tacted at stuck7@marshall.
edu.
Veterans at Marshall learn how to 
receive compensation for injuries
Imagination Library mails 
free books to children
See LIBRARY | Page  5
By CAITLIN KINDER-MUNDAY
THE PARTHENONFireside Grille will host the “Dine Out for Hunger” fun-draiser for the Huntington 
Area Food Bank, Thursday.The Fireside Grille, located in Teays Valley, will open its doors to the public, on behalf 
of the food bank, from 7 p.m. 
until 10 p.m. Donations will be accepted at the door as the cover 
charge for the evening. The 
HAFB will have a bin set up by the door for any food items 
for donations as well.
“The Bob Thompson Unit” often plays at the Fireside 
Grille and is set to perform. This is the first year the 
Huntington Area Food Bank has held a fundraiser like 
this. Erin Highlander, direc-tor of development at the 
HAFB, said they are very ex-cited to see how it all turns out and to bring awareness 
to the residents of Putnam 
County. The purpose of Dine Out is to inform the area of the roughly 6,000 people, liv-
ing in Putnam County, who fall into their target zone, whether it is children or se-
niors, or families as a whole. Only around 21 percent of people who are in need in 
Putnam County receive the assistance that the Hunting-
ton Area Food Bank offers.Fireside Grille has prepared a special menu for the event that will highlight helping 
raise money for the HAFB. 
Prices may be a little higher than normal, but that is to en-sure that the restaurant and 
the food bank benefit from 
sales. Half of the proceeds from all meal purchases will be do-nated to the Huntington Area 
Food Bank. “For every one dollar 
given, we are able to turn that into 10 meals,” Higher-
lander said.Along with having a great meal, guests will be able to bid on special items during a silent auction and will have a 
chance to win a raffle.Silent auction items in-clude half-court seats for Harlem Globetrotters, an 
autographed Bob Huggins basketball, a basketball jersey autographed by Tom Herrion, multiple lessons and rentals 
at Winterplace and more.Fireside Grille is located on Route 34, right off the Teays 
Valley exit. Highlander said all dona-tions that are given would be 
used to help Putnam County. Whatever residents buy will be directly given back to the 
county.
Caitlin Kinder-Munday 
can be contacted at kinder-
munday@marshall.edu.
HAFB invites public to “Dine Out for Hunger”
Remembering a son of Marshall
PHOTOS BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
LEFT: Students gather at the Memorial Student Center Tuesday to remember Topher Seelinger, a member of the Sigma Tau Gamma fraternity who 
passed away last week. RIGHT: Casey Fitzwater, junior music education major from Rupert, W.Va., speaks at the candlelight vigil remembering 
Topher Seelinger.
Herd faces UCF for last time > More on Sports
By CHRIS HODGE
THE PARTHENONThe Imagination Library, 
a non-profit program that mails free children’s books to pre-school children in Cabell County, is currently accepting applications.Registration is open to all Cabell County residents with 
children under five years old. 
Parents or caregivers with multiple eligible children can register each child separately 
and will receive separate books for each child.The Imagination Library will mail free age-appropriate hardback books directly to the 
homes of parents or caregiv-ers each month. Country singer Dolly Par-ton initially launched the Imagination Library in 1996. 
Parton started the Imagina-tion Library with her own 
funds to benefit the children 
of Sevier County in her na-
tive Tennessee. The program quickly caught the eye of Ten-
nessee Gov. Don Sundquist, who worked with Parton to expand it to all of the children of Tennessee.The Imagination Library 
now serves over 600,000 children across the U.S. and is expanding to Canada and the United Kingdom.Gerry Sawrey, assistant superintendent of school im-
provement for Cabell County Schools, has been trying to bring the Imagination Library 
to Cabell County for over a decade.
“We’ve had our eyes on the project for years,” Sawrey said. 
“But we’ve never had the fund-ing. Thanks to the Dropout 
Prevention Innovation Zone grant, we can now bring this exciting program to the chil-dren and families of Cabell County.”The Imagination Library was introduced to West Vir-
ginia in 2007 and currently 
serves 36 counties. The West Virginia Legislature funds the Imagination Library through the Department of Educa-tion and Arts, which manages participating counties in West Virginia.Funding for the Imagina-tion Library in Cabell County 
will be provided by a sepa-rate grant as part of the West Virginia Department of 
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See HACKING | Page  5
By AMANDA REESMAN
THE PARTHENON Write Away is a group of Marshall University students that meet every Monday to discuss writing and to help each other with the creative writing process. Ruth Stanley, a junior the-ater major, said Write Away is a writing group where ev-eryone is welcome.“We will help you edit.  We will help you come up with new character ideas, new plot themes,” Stanley said. “We re-ally just want to get people who are trying to write a story or book to all get together so we can help each other out.”
Stanley said members of Write Away aim to help writers expand the charac-ters and plots of stories in progress by doing writing prompts and improvisations. “I think it’s important to join because it is so easy to lose creativity. People lose their imagination as they get older and they lose how to think differently than other people, and it’s so easy to just decide to try to be a grown up, so we lose everything that was fun once in their life,” Stanley said. “It’s really important to just have this group around to remind people that they used to love to write.”
Stanley said the group reads and edits each oth-er’s stories and answers any questions and concerns that others in the group have. “It affected me because it’s really hard to lose writ-ing because you are so busy with your life,” Stanley said. “So this has had one day a week I can come here and write and even if that’s all I write all week, I still wrote.”Write Away meets every Monday at 5:15 p.m. in Cor-bly Hall room 353.
Amanda Reesman can 
be contacted at reesman@
marshall.edu.
By ANITA KUMAR 
and TOM  LASSETER 
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS (MCT)Obama administration of-
ficials acknowledged Tuesday that China’s involvement in cyberattacks on sensitive U.S. companies is a near-constant subject of conversation be-
tween the nations’ officials but that there have been few signs that China is willing to stop the attacks.“We have repeatedly raised our concerns at the highest levels about cybertheft with 
senior Chinese officials, includ-ing in the military, and we will continue to do so,” White House spokesman Jay Carney said.Carney’s statement came on the day that an Alexandria, Va., 
Internet security firm released one of the most detailed reports to date asserting that hacking is 
officially condoned in China. In the report, Mandiant Corp. said it had tracked online attacks on at least 141 companies and organizations since 2006 to a People’s Liberation Army orga-nization known as Unit 61398. Of those 141 targets, 115 were in the United States, according to Mandiant’s 74-page report.“Our research and ob-servations indicate that the Communist Party of China ... is tasking the Chinese People’s Liberation Army ... to commit systematic cyber espionage and data theft against organi-zations around the world,” the report said.
The accusations will fur-ther strain tensions between the United States and China, 
a nation of growing economic 
and military influence.“China is a rising power. It’s using everything at its disposal to be competitive,” said Harold Brown, a former defense secre-tary who led a U.S. commission to investigate China’s cyber, military and economic capabili-ties. “It’s weak in some ways, so it looks to gain advantages in other ways.”In a regularly scheduled 
news briefing Tuesday, the Chinese government denied 
official involvement in online hacking and pointed out that China itself is regularly sub-jected to such attacks.“Groundless criticism is irre-sponsible and unprofessional, and it will not help to solve 
the problem,” Foreign Ministry Spokesman Hong Lei said.
White House officials de-
clined to comment on specific allegations in the report but called cybersecurity a “major challenge.”
“The United States has substantial and growing con-cerns about the threats to U.S. economic and national security posed by cyber in-trusions, including the theft of commercial information,” 
Carney said. “That’s why the United States government is taking an active approach in addressing the issue of cybertheft.”State Department spokes-woman Victoria Nuland said hacking came up at virtually 
every meeting of Chinese and U.S. officials.“What we have been involved with is making clear that we consider this kind of activity a threat, not only to our national security but also to our eco-nomic interests,” Nuland said.
Administration officials say they’ve strengthened gov-ernment networks, released technical information to private companies and engaged ev-ery agency and department in 
fighting cyberthreats through diplomatic, military and eco-nomic means.Last week, President Barack Obama signed an executive order aimed at improving the security of the computer networks that 
direct the nation’s crucial in-frastructure systems, such as electricity, finance and trans-
portation. The order, which doesn’t need congressional approval, directed federal agencies to share more in-formation and companies to voluntarily comply with a government-led framework to combat online threats.“Our enemies are ... seek-ing the ability to sabotage our 
power grid, our financial in-
stitutions and our air traffic control systems,” Obama said in his State of the Union ad-dress last week. “We cannot look back years from now and wonder why we did nothing in the face of real threats to our security and our economy.”
Democrats on Capitol Hill quickly praised Obama’s ef-fort, but cybersecurity experts say the executive order doesn’t go far enough, in part because the president is limited in his actions.
Melanie Teplinsky, an American University law pro-fessor who has written and spoken extensively on cyber-law issues, said the federal government needed to take a tougher stance on hacking, imposing trade sanctions and civil penalties on those sus-pected of involvement.“All of these things (the government is doing) are fo-cused on building a stronger fortress,” she said. “But while we’re building bigger walls, they are building bigger lad-ders. ... We need to change our approach.”Congress has debated, but failed to pass, legislation to combat hacking. Last week, Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Mich., the chairman of the House of Representatives Intelligence Committee, reintroduced a bill that would help busi-nesses protect their networks and trade secrets from cy-berattacks, mostly through information sharing.“American businesses are under siege,” Rogers said. “We need to provide American companies the information they need to better protect their net-works from these dangerous cyberthreats.”
US: Hacking attacks are constant topic of talks with China
Campus creative writers 
gather to share together
By LESLEY CLARK
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS (MCT)President Barack Obama is launching a public campaign to pressure Congress to avoid “brutal” spending cuts he said could hurt a still wobbly economy and increase the un-employment rate.Obama’s effort, punctuated 
by high-profile treks around the country and backed by a coordinated campaign by labor unions in 28 states and the Dis-trict of Columbia, is aimed at averting $85 billion in across-the-board federal spending cuts scheduled to take effect March 1 unless the president and lawmakers can agree on an alternative plan to curb federal 
deficits. With Congress out of town on recess until Feb. 25, that prospect appears increas-ingly unlikely.Obama made his first pitch 
Tuesday as he returned from a three-day golf holi-day in Florida and Congress remained out of town on its Presidents Day recess. 
Flanked on a stage at the White House complex by uni-formed firefighters and other emergency workers, Obama warned they’d be among those affected by what he called a “meat cleaver ap-proach” to federal spending. He called on Congress to in-stead pass a short-term fix.“It won’t help the economy, won’t create jobs, will visit hardship on a whole lot of people,” Obama said of the cuts. 
“This is not an abstraction. Peo-ple will lose their jobs.”
The $85 billion in automatic spending cuts would come off the more than $3.5 trillion the government expects to spend this year.
It is the first in a series of cuts, or sequesters, designed to cut $1.2 trillion from spending and interest costs over the next 10 years, which would leave the government spending total at $47.2 trillion and the cumu-
lative deficit at $6.95 trillion, according to the Congressional 
Budget Office.
Republicans dismissed Obama’s event as a campaign speech. House of Representa-tives Republicans noted that they twice voted for alterna-tives to the sequester, only to see them die in the Democratic-led Senate. Many Republicans now seem prepared for the cuts to take place, saying the government needs to reduce federal spending.“Once again, the president of-fered no credible plan that can pass Congress only more calls for higher taxes,” said House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio. “Just last month, the president got his higher taxes on the wealthy, and 
he’s already back for more. The American people understand that the revenue debate is now closed.”House Republicans are push-ing an alternative that passed the 
House twice last year. That plan didn’t get a single Democratic vote, 
and White House officials note that it expired when the new Con-
gress came into office last month. 
Obama kicks off bid to stop automatic spending cuts
OLIVIER DOULIERY | MCT
Surrounded by first responders who may be impacted by looming budget cuts, U.S. President Barack Obama 
speaks during an event at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building in Washington, D.C. Tuesday. 
See OBAMA | Page  5
By JAY WEAVER
THE MIAMI HERALD (MCT)An elderly Miami imam ac-cused of contributing money to 
the Pakistani Taliban declared his innocence from the witness 
stand in federal court Tuesday, saying he despises the U.S.-des-ignated terrorist organization.
Hafiz Khan, testifying during his trial in his native Pashto lan-guage through an interpreter, said the money he sent from Miami to Pakistan was meant for his family and a religious school known as a madrassa that he founded in the Swat Val-ley region decades ago.
Khan, 77, the frail former leader of the Flagler Mosque in Miami, tried to portray himself as a naturalized U.S. citizen who embraced his new country con-
trary to the fiery anti-American and anti-Pakistan government 
figure captured on secret FBI recordings of his phone conver-sations before his arrest in 2011.
“We are innocent (of) these 
accusations,” Khan testified, speaking for himself and other family members charged in the material-support terrorism case.Asked by one of his de-fense attorneys whether his madrassa for boys and girls ca-
tered to Taliban fighters, Khan said: “We have no connection to them whatsoever. We hate them.”
Later, Khan testified he was 
“totally against” the Taliban’s use of violence, such as be-headings and the destruction of property to impose extreme Is-lamic, or Sharia, law on people.
Khan also sought to clarify that his anti-Pakistan rhetoric was provoked by the govern-ment’s shutting down of his madrassa for safety concerns 
during a violent conflict with 
the Taliban in 2009.In one FBI-recorded phone 
conversation, Khan was quoted 
saying: “They are such big mother---ers for shutting down the education for the little kids.”On the witness stand, he tes-
tified that if the United States took over Pakistan, “it would be good, because there would be law.”
Khan, who moved with his family to the United States in 1994, has been on trial since early January on four charges of providing material support to a terrorist organization. If con-victed, he faces up to 15 years in prison on each count.
The high-profile case has presented problems for pros-ecutors, who dropped charges 
against one of Khan’s sons for lack of evidence. U.S. District Judge Robert Scola also dis-missed charges against another son, a Muslim cleric from nearby Broward County, during trial.Prosecutors are expected 
to cross-examine Khan Wednesday.
Miami imam accused of aiding 
Taliban declares innocence
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MEN’S  BASKETBALL STANDINGS
EAST DIVISION       C-USA                      Overall          
 W L W    L       
MEMPHIS 11 0 22   3      
SOUTHERN MISS 9 2 20   6          
UCF 7 4 17   8      
EAST CAROLINA 5 6 14   10
MARSHALL 4 7 11   15
UAB 4 7 12   14
WEST DIVISION      C-USA                      Overall          
 W L W     L       
UTEP 7 4 14    10
TULSA 6 5 14    11        
TULANE 5 6 17    9
HOUSTON 4 7 15    9
SMU 3 8 13    13
RICE 1 10 5    20
Last chance to joust the Knights
The Herd faces conference rival for the last time in regular season tonight
COLLEEN O’SHEA | THE PARTHENON
LEFT: Forward  Elijah Pittman  leads the Herd in scoring, averaging 15.4 points per game, the eighth-best mark and the most of any newcomer in 
the conference. RIGHT: Senior center Nigel Spikes returns to his home state coming off a career high nine blocks in the last game against UCF.
By COURTNEY SEALEY
THE PARTHENONStudents should expect more construction on campus as crews move in to start building new suites at the Joan C. Edwards stadium.  When the $3 million project is complete, four new 24-seat suites will be added to the third level of the Joan. The additional 96 seats will bring the stadium capacity to 38,115. At 2,000 square feet, the suites are slightly larger than the existing large suites. The suite renter’s can also subdivide their suites into two 12-seat boxes if they desire to do so. Assistant Athletic Director for Media Rela-tions Jason Corriher showed enthusiasm when talking about the updates. “The construction of the stadium suites is another example of the progress we’ve made, and will continue to make through the Vision Campaign, with our athletic facilities,” Corriher said. “We want our supporters to experience a game day atmosphere that is second to none in Conference USA and this helps us maintain that goal.”Scott Morehouse, the associate director of athletics for game operations and facilities, said there has been preparation for the project. “We have been sitting through numerous meet-ings with architects and engineers,” Morehouse said. “We have been going through everything to make sure it’s all correct.” Construction has already started inside the stadium with electrical and plumbing work. A crane will be brought in to start outdoor con-struction in the next few weeks and Morehouse expects structural steel to go up by the end of March. In addition to the suites, other changes will be made. A third elevator will be added between the two existing elevators.“We will have three elevators,” Morehouse said. “We are also modernizing the existing ones, as well, so they will all match.”New restrooms will be added to the third level. Central heating and air conditioning will be installed in the new suites and in the exist-ing third level boxes. Other renovations will include new flooring, painting and graphics.
There will be big differences between the new suites and the old ones, Morehouse said. “These suites will be newer and have more amenities,” Morehouse said. “They will also have operable windows that open and close to give the users a true feeling of the game. These will also have three rows of tiered seating, whereas the existing ones only have two rows.” Money for construction has came from private donors and some has come from state funding. Beginning this year, the suites will be rented out 
for $60,000 annually, under a five-year contract. All four suites have been rented to undisclosed renters. 
Morehouse said the project would benefit Marshall athletics greatly.
“This will not only benefit the football pro-gram, but athletics in general. After seven years we will pay off the suites,” Morehouse said. “The funds that will come in are going back to pay off the debt, and then that income will be coming in directly to the athletic department, creating a revenue source.”Morehouse said the construction would con-tinue through the spring and summer.“It’s part of the contract that it must be com-pleted by a certain date,” Morehouse said. “It is a tight schedule, but the contractor who has been selected has promised it will be completed by 
the first game.”Students should not worry about parking be-ing an issue. Due to the location of the crane and construction, only a limited number of the west lot’s 475 spots will be affected. Other projects currently going on with the Herd Vision Campaign includes the $6.5 million soccer complex. The construction of the 1,000-seat stadium, at the corner of Fifth Avenue and 26th Street, is in full swing. The footers have been poured and the foundation block is down. Once the concrete pads are complete, the sta-dium walls will start going up. The next step for the Herd Vision campaign is to start construction on the indoor practice facility, which the university plans to start on within the next couple months. 
Courtney Sealey can be contacted at 
sealey3@marshall.edu.
vision campaign Update
Construction begins on suite additions at the Joan
By SHANNON GRENER
THE PARTHENONConstruction of a new soc-cer stadium complex with 
an indoor soccer field is un-der way and speeding up as the winter weather begins to diminish.Sam Hood Field, the old Marshall University soccer facility, was originally located behind McDonald’s on Fifth Avenue and 21st Street and the Joan C. Edwards Stadium on 20th Street. The new soc-cer stadium complex will be located at corner of 26th Street and Fifth Avenue.The Veterans Memorial Fieldhouse, which was re-cently demolished, stood on the site. The 6,500 seat arena opened in October 1950 and was used for community events, competitions, shows and Marshall University 
basketball games until 1981.Ron May, the director of facilities, planning and man-agement, oversees campus construction projects. He said the soccer stadium com-
plex is planned to be finished in time for the new academic year in August.“Inside the building, the building has locker rooms — home team, away team — 
office facilities for coaching staffs, concession stand and restroom facilities,” May said.So far, the new soccer sta-
dium complex has a finished concrete foundation, with 
plans to pour the floors within the next two weeks. A parking lot will also be constructed alongside the stadium complex.The new indoor field will have a playing surface made of artificial turf. The field will 
also be walled in, rather than having typical out of bound lines that are in an outdoor soccer field.Marshall has plans for a new indoor athletic facility on the site of the old soccer facility.“That whole site, where the 
soccer field used to be, is now going to be the site of a new indoor practice facility, which also contains a new indoor track and a full size football 
field,” May said. “The center of the building could reach 70 feet.”A student athlete aca-demic center and a sports medicine translational research center are also expected to be in the new indoor facility.
Shannon Grener can be 
contacted at grener@mar-
shall.edu.
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
By KYLE GIBSON
THE PARTHENON
The final installment of a bit-ter Conference USA rivalry will take place Wednesday night, as Marshall and UCF take to the hardwood in Orlando. With the UCF Knights leav-ing for the Big East after this 
year, the final bragging rights in the series will be at stake Wednesday.Marshall currently stands at 11-15 and 4-7 in conference, while UCF is 17-8 and 7-4. The first game between the two sides took place on Feb. 2., in a game Marshall won 75-71. Marshall Head Coach Tom Herrion said the short turn-around means that both teams remember each other well. “We’re familiar with them because it was a relatively quick game that wasn’t too long ago,” Herrion said. “We’re familiar from a preparation standpoint, and it makes it relatively easier in that regard — with their personality and schemes — but they will be ready for us too.”If this is the final meeting between the two squads, then Marshall will hold the all-time series advantage, which it currently leads 9-6.  However, the Herd is 1-4 when playing UCF on the road over the last five years. The two sides will not have a chance to meet each other after this season. UCF is cur-rently serving a one-year 
men’s basketball postseason ban, which was handed down by the NCAA in August.Sophomore guard Chris Martin said the Herd would need to play like it did in 
the first matchup to win the second. “We just want to go out there and do what we did to 
them the first time,” Martin said. “We need to outrebound them and control Isaiah Sykes and Keith Clanton. They will be hyped and ready to play, just like we are at home.” Both sides have struggled 
since their first matchup. Marshall is 1-3 since the last meeting, while UCF is at 2-2. Marshall is still winless on the road, posting a 0-9 record thus far.Keith Clanton and Isaiah Sykes, who both average over 15 points per contest, lead UCF in scoring. Elijah Pittman, who also averages 15 points per game, leads Marshall in scoring.Senior Dennis Tinnon has seven double-doubles on the season and is coming off a tremendous performance against Memphis.Adding fuel to the fire, UCF Head Coach Donnie Jones left his position at Marshall for Orlando.The contest will tip-off Wednesday at 7 p.m. at UCF Arena in Orlando. 
Kyle Gibson can be con-
tacted at gibson210@
marshall.edu.
Soccer complex construction already underway
PHOTO RENDERING COURTESY OF HERDVISION.COM
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The Constitution of the 
United States of America
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to 
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
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ONLINE POLLS
n I love them!
Editorial
What do you think about ‘award 
season?’
Column
18% - 7 votes
73% - 29 votes
3% - 1 vote
8% - 3 votes
n I don’t watch awards 
shows.
n I only watch the 
Grammys
n I only watch the 
Oscars
Do you think we should get rid of 
the penny?
n Yes
n No
Marshall University’s Divi-sion of Multicultural Affairs makes the assertion that the 
university “reflects diversity of culture, region, age, socio-eco-nomic level, sexual orientation, 
ability and a myriad of ethnic 
backgrounds.” 
A small presence of diversity exists at Marshall’s campus but 
so much more work needs to be 
done in order to “diversify” the 
student body. This needs to be 
done in order to keep pace with 
many other higher education institutions across the country 
in regards to diversity. 
The university puts an emphasis on attracting inter-
national students but what we see is more of one nationality 
and little of another. This could 
be due in part to the econo-mies in which the international 
students live. For instance, 
those in more developed coun-tries like China or Japan are 
more likely to afford an educa-
tion abroad. If Marshall hasn’t 
already, the university needs to come up with a plan to attract 
a wide variety of nationalities 
— such a plan would be the 
prospect of having funding op-
tions to attract students from 
more impoverished areas of 
the world. 
While there are a handful of 
international students, statisti-
cal data regarding Marshall’s 
diversity indicates that there 
is little diversity on campus. 
For instance, a 2011 university 
study examined the ethnic com-
position of Marshall. Nearly 87 
percent of students are white. 
Only 6.1 percent are black. Less 
than one percent of students 
are Asian or Pacific Islanders. 
Hispanics account for 1.7 per-
cent of the student population. 
According to U.S. News and 
World Report, Marshall has a 
diversity index of 0.19, an index that is one of the worst in the 
nation. Rutgers University tops 
the diversity index with a 0.76 
index rating. Geographically speaking, 
Marshall lies in the heartland of 
Appalachia and the university is 
indeed diverse when it comes to 
socio-economic levels. Nearly 
45 percent of the student popu-
lation are recipients of Federal 
Pell Grants. This number has 
surely increased over the past year, especially with the current 
state of the economy. Although 
we are diverse in socio-eco-
nomic levels and other areas 
including sexual orientation, 
Marshall lacks in ethnic and cul-
tural diversity. 
It is no secret that U.S. Census 
Bureau stats indicate that West 
Virginia is far from diverse — 
with 94 percent of whites, 3.5 
percent of blacks and less than 
one percent Asian. Marshall 
should still cater to the West 
Virginia demographics but implement ways to attract stu-
dents to our campus that would 
be ideal in combating the lack 
of diversity. 
Numbers do not lie. Marshall 
lacks diversity and we have to tackle this issue now more than 
ever. 
Society is becoming more 
globalized and the university 
must attract diverse students 
to campus in order to allow stu-
dents to feel more connected 
with the world. 
The time to diversify is now
MCT CAMPUS
Wal-Mart moms make  
a potent, frustrated force
By BARBARA SHELLY
THE KANSAS CITY STAR (MCT)
The Wal-Mart mom does it all. 
She raises kids, works a job or 
two, runs Girl Scout troops, cares 
for elderly relatives and walks the 
family dog. Without her regard-less of where she shops entire 
households, schools and neigh-
borhoods would go to pieces.
Also, she sways elections.After gaining notice as an important swing voter in the 
2008 presidential election, she 
joined in the Republican rout in 
the 2010 mid-term, then edged 
back to the Democratic side last 
November.
So why doesn't she feel more 
empowered?
Ten Kansas City area moth-
ers participated this week 
in a Wal-Mart-sponsored focus group with Public Opin-
ion Strategies. In a candid 
discussion, they portrayed 
themselves as worried about 
their futures and frustrated by a political establishment from 
which they feel ignored and 
disconnected.
"The system is so broken," 
said Beth, who at age 50 was 
one of the older participants. 
"You can't stay in office with-
out playing the game, and if you play the game you forget what 
people's lives are like."
Courtney, a 34-year-old mom 
with two small children, was 
more blunt.
"Cut their pay," she said. "Let 
them live like we do. Paycheck 
to paycheck."
Intrigued by the political 
clout attributed to its shoppers, Wal-Mart has been surveying 
mothers since 2010.
The women who participated 
in a focus group in Kansas City 
the morning after President 
Barack Obama's State of the 
Union address all have at least 
one child 18 years old or younger 
at home. They follow the news, 
but don't identify strongly with 
either political party.
Listening in on the conver-sation, it was clear to me the 
anxiety created by the eco-
nomic downturn has not left this group, even though some 
of them listed household in-
comes above $75,000.
At least two said a spouse 
was out of work. Raises the last 
few years, if they'd received 
any, had been negligible. All 
were acutely aware of the de-
crease in paychecks caused by the rise of payroll taxes for 
Social Security and Medicare. 
A couple of moms said they'd 
had to reorder their household 
budgets because of it.
The recent sharp increase in 
fuel prices has created additional 
financial havoc. When asked 
how they planned to spend the 
$100 they would receive for participating in the focus group, 
the response was emphatic. No 
splurges for this group. The mini 
windfall would go toward gro-
ceries and gasoline.
A couple of the moms had 
watched Obama's address in its 
entirety. Most had seen it sum-
marized in news reports.
Their feelings about the presi-
dent and his speech seemed 
mostly favorable. His call for 
universal pre-kindergarten 
education was especially well 
received.
“I paid for my children to go 
to preschool because I thought 
it would give them a leg up,” 
said Cindy, a mother of children 
12 and 15 years old. “It would be great if the government 
could help with that.”
Obama’s call for background 
checks and gun safety measures 
was met with a kind of ambiva-
lence. Most of the moms said 
they favored some restrictions, 
though they had different opin-
ions on what, if anything, would 
help to curb gun violence. 
CORRECTION: 
In the Feb. 19 edition of The Parthenon, Marshall Day 
was said to take place Feb. 19, when it will actually be Feb. 
20. We apologize for this error.
Weaving the fabric of an American story
By LINDA P. CAMPBELL
FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM
(MCT)
If Katsuji Shoji hadn't 
stowed away on a ship from Ja-
pan to the United States early 
in the last century, my children 
might not be related to Sam 
Houston, the U.S. congressman 
turned Tennessee governor 
who later led the Texas army 
to victory over Santa Anna and 
became first president of the 
Republic of Texas.
In truth, distant cousin-
by-marriage Sam was an 
immigrant, too.
That's the American reality, a 
thread in the fabric from which 
our collective story is woven.
It's an intricate weave, as so 
many Americans know and too 
many politicians try to ignore.
As best I can pin down, young 
Mr. Shoji settled in California 
with his mail-order bride from 
Japan, Ritsuko.
They were law-abiding farm-
ers in Sacramento and parents 
of American-born children 
when the U.S. entered World 
War II. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's Executive Order 
9066, which cleared people 
of Japanese descent from the 
West Coast, sent the Shoji 
family, including 6-year-old Mitsuko, to an internment 
camp in Poston, Ariz.
Released in 1945 after three 
years in the desert, with their 
stored belongings gone, they 
migrated to Missouri, and Kat-
suji and Ritsuko became U.S. 
citizens. He was a shrewd in-
vestor. Decades before sushi went American mainstream, 
she was hand-rolling it for the 
grandchildren their daugh-
ter Mitzi eventually had with 
Glenn Campbell.
Some time after I had moved 
Geoff _ Mitzi and Glenn's older 
son _ to Texas with our two 
children, we learned that ge-
nealogy buff Glenn had found 
that one of his Irish ances-
tors, Samuel Thompson, had 
a grandson who married Sam 
Houston's sister Mary. So, I'm 
the native Texan, but it's my 
D.C.-born children who can 
claim relations to a Texas icon.Can you see why my views on immigration are 
influenced more by the com-plexities of real life than by 
simplistic stereotypes and 
rigid rhetoric?At least two of my own 
grandparents were brought to 
the U.S. from Mexico as young 
children, and they worked ex-
hausting, low-wage jobs such as picking cotton to pay their 
own way and make a bet-
ter life for their children and 
grandchildren.
Where might I be had they 
been rejected, deported or denied 
the opportunities they found?
It's distressing that the lat-est hope for improvement of 
U.S. immigration laws rests on a scramble for the affections 
of Latino voters. But imper-
fect motives need not lead to 
flawed policies.
It's reasonable to expect that anyone who came illegally 
should have to earn legal sta-
tus to stay in this country and 
shouldn't get all the benefits of citizenship without having 
paid an appropriate price.
Some of the sentiment against a path to citizenship springs from a sense that 
people who've broken the law 
shouldn't get a break. And I get 
that.
People shouldn't get a free pass to smoke pot or share 
music they didn't pay for or carry weapons in their purses in places where no guns are 
allowed. But they do, just as some people sneak over the 
border seeking a chance and many overstay their visas because they like it here too 
much to leave.
While we try to deter law-
breaking, we have to decide 
where to devote our enforce-
ment energies and resources.
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It would focus the spending cuts on domestic programs rather than split-ting them with defense, hitting programs championed by Democrats, including money to carry out Obama’s signature 2010 health care law, as well as housing programs, food stamp program increases and other domestic initiatives.The administration favors replacing the sequester with a mix of cuts in projected spending and tax increases that target the wealthy, including eliminating tax breaks for corporate jets and oil companies and instituting the “Buffett Rule” — requiring millionaires to pay at a minimum income tax rate of 30 percent.“The ideas that the Republicans have proposed ask nothing of the wealthiest Americans or biggest corporations, so 
the burden is all on first responders or seniors or middle-class families,” Obama said. “They’d rather have these cuts go into effect than close a single tax loophole for the wealthiest Americans. Not one.”
With a sweeping deal unlikely by March 1, Obama is pushing for a short-term measure that would delay the start of the cuts — already delayed once over the New Year’s weekend and give lawmakers more time to work on a larger deal. Senate Democrats proposed a $110 billion plan 
Thursday to cut projected budget deficits over 10 years, and Obama on Tuesday en-dorsed the idea.
White House officials told reporters af-ter Obama’s remarks that he plans similar events as March 1 approaches and will travel next week, taking his case to audi-ences outside Washington.Obama warned of dire consequences if the sequestration is imposed, including cutbacks in airport security, furloughing of FBI agents and compromised military read-iness. But the travel — which for Obama could include trips aboard Air Force One — also comes at a price tag: Air Force One, a special Boeing 747 that typically ferries a president, costs an estimated $179,750.13 per hour to operate, according to a Con-gressional Research Service report.But White House aides believe Obama 
has successfully made his case to the pub-lic on other issues, including a payroll tax debate, and said Tuesday that House Republicans have refused to act until pressured to do so by the public.Obama will get help this week from out-side allies as well: national labor groups, including the AFL-CIO and the National Education Association, will hold more than 100 news conferences, marches and rallies to press Congress.Republicans have criticized the White House for not engaging more with Con-gress. Obama insisted Tuesday that his “door is open” and that he’s willing “to work with anybody to get this job done.”The states where labor unions plan news conferences and rallies to protest spending cuts are Arizona, California, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massa-chusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, Vir-ginia, Washington, West Virginia and Wisconsin.
Hacking 
Continued from Page 2Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., the chairwoman of the Senate Intelligence Commit-tee, said the Mandiant report showed a need for a bind-ing international agreement among nations to prohibit cybercrimes.“There are already interna-tional agreements in place to govern criminal activity and war,” she said. “Cyberattacks are both, but there is nothing currently in place to govern this emerging and increas-ingly dangerous national and economic security threat.”Mandiant, which contracts with corporations to help pro-tect their computer systems from hackers, said it had ana-lyzed the intrusions through painstaking examination of electronic clues left behind af-ter attacks. While not naming 
specific cases, Mandiant said its investigators had sifted for 
digital “fingerprints” such as Internet protocol addresses and information gleaned from the email addresses used to launch “spear phishing,” emails that carry attachments that, when clicked, allow ac-cess to a user’s computer. Those attachments contain dense code that may carry language identifying them as the work of a particular pro-grammer or group.
The report identified one of the buildings from which Unit 61398 works in Shanghai and provided Google Earth images 
of the white, 12-floor structure.Mandiant also distributed a copy of what it said was a China Telecom memorandum saying the state-owned com-pany provided Unit 61398 
with special fiber-optic lines, 
and identified Unit 61398’s place within the Chinese mili-tary’s command structure: the second bureau of the gen-eral staff’s third department, which has a focus includ-ing signals intelligence and cybersurveillance.
The study, which was first reported by The New York Times, included a video show-ing what Mandiant said was screen footage of a member of the group setting up anony-mous email accounts used to launch the attacks. Another video recorded a member of the unit allegedly breaking into computer systems online 
and stealing files.The industries targeted by Unit 61398, the report said, are consistent with those that China has marked as being strategi-cally important to its growth. Mandiant didn’t identify the companies affected, but it said they were from a broad range of sectors including aerospace, energy, telecommunications 
and scientific research. All but two of the attacks took place in English-speaking countries, the report said.Among the types of infor-mation stolen, the report said, were system designs, manufacturing procedures, contract negotiation positions and business plans.
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
A student stops to remember Topher Seelinger at the Memorial Student Center Plaza, Tuesday. Seelinger was a Sigma Tau Gamma fraternity 
brother who died earlier this month.
Education’s Dropout Pre-vention Innovation Zone program.Currently, 27,085 children are enrolled in the Imagina-tion Library in West Virginia, and according to the latest information from the U.S. 
Census Bureau, the Imagina-tion Library could provide books for over 5,000 children in Cabell County.“We hope to have at least 80 percent of the eligible children enrolled in the pro-gram,” Sawrey said.Sawrey said for those in the Marshall community with chil-dren, the Imagination Library 
offers them the monthly re-minder that they should be reading to their children.“For Marshall students who are trying to balance work, school and being a parent, it’s one less thing to worry about,” Sawrey said. “The Imagination Library provides high quality, developmentally appropriate books at your door each month.”
Parents or caregivers who enroll in the Imagination Li-brary can expect to receive their child’s first book, a customized edition of “The Little Engine That Could,” about 10 to 12 weeks after registering.
Chris Hodge can be con-
tacted at chris.hodge@
marshall.edu.
By GRACIE BONDS STAPLES
THE ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTIONATLANTA — His senior year at Clark At-lanta University was quickly approaching, and Kareem Taylor was starting to worry about his future.Would he be able to land a job as a voice actor or would he end up back home with his parents like so many other college graduates? Better still, how could he let people know he had "the" voice? Not hav-ing prior experience or a network to draw from, Taylor turned to the only contacts he had readily available to him, his Facebook friends."I decided to post a demo on Facebook, asking people to share it with their friends," Taylor said recently.In that moment, Taylor joined an ever-growing number of college students and employers who are using social media networks in the search for jobs and job candidates.In fact, according to a 2012 Future Trends Survey by the National Association of Colleges and Employers, 90.7 percent of re-spondents used Facebook in their job search.Given the near-universal status of Face-book, which recently announced the launch of Graph Search to enhance users' ability to navigate their connections, the study said, "it is expected that if a student were to think of using a social network in the 
job search, that student would first turn to the base social networking platform to 
see what it offered." Students are also turn-ing to LinkedIn (40 percent) and Twitter (about 35 percent)."LinkedIn, as a business networking platform, is clearly challenging Facebook for pre-eminent status among students as the networking platform to communicate with potential employers," the study said.Although nearly 66 percent of LinkedIn users felt that the service was effective compared to less than a quarter of users of other networking platforms, Taylor credits Facebook for helping him land employ-ment with CNN.Once he posted his demo on his Facebook page, Taylor said it caught the attention of CNN producer Danya Levine, who was al-ready a Facebook friend. Levine invited him to the station, where he met her team."The head honcho said, 'Let's hear something,'" Taylor recalled. "I did some-thing about CNN, and the whole room applauded." For the next few weeks, Taylor shadowed members of Levine's team, edit-ing tapes, meeting producers and learning everything at his disposal about the voice-over industry.Meanwhile, Taylor continued his job search, but "no one was calling me back," he said.Then just months before graduation in August 2010, he got the call he'd been wait-ing for."Congratulations, you're the voice of 'CNN Heroes,'" Levine told him.
"I was ecstatic," Taylor said. "I'm so blessed to have this opportunity. It was a huge turning point." Since then, Taylor has worked on the productions "Black in America" and "Pictures Don't Lie." Today, at 24, he's one of the youngest and most successful professional voice actors, with clients including Comedy Central, Taco Bell and AT&T.Shonda Cooper, lead promotions pro-ducer for CNN's "Black in America" documentary, couldn't say how often the television network uses social networking sites in its hiring.With its new Graph Search, which is be-
ing rolled out in waves, officials at Facebook are hoping to make it even easier for users 
to find the right job match. Graph Search, 
they say, promises not only to help you find others but to learn more about them and make connections instantly.With this feature, users will be able to narrow their search to something as spe-
cific as "friends of my friends who work in the restaurant industry" or "my friends in Los Angeles who are looking for baby sitters" or "people/my friends who are re-porters and live in Seattle." Although Graph Search hadn't launched when Taylor began his job search, he said Facebook clearly helped him get noticed.Soon after CNN hired him, Taylor said his agent "dragged me to New York," where he 
records from home then emails the file to his boss.
More job-seekers, employers using 
Facebook connections to fill vacancies
By JAY PRICE
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERSKABUL, Afghanistan — "Ex-otic species" are different in Afghanistan. For example, the Kabul Zoo is home to what's thought to be the nation's only captive pig, really a massive boar. Pork is haram, or forbid-den, in Islam, hence the lack of domestic swine.A sign outside his enclosure seems to say his name is Sar-kozy, like the former French president, but the zoo's director, Aziz Gul Saqib, insists that the boar has no name.The boar was a gift from China, and he was a favorite of 
Karl Eikenberry, a previous U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan, who grew up in North Carolina, where the campaign to revive the Kabul Zoo began. Eikenberry visited the Kabul Zoo several times, including the day before he left the country in 2011. Dur-ing a recent interview, Saqib gleefully showed off a photo of Eikenberry hand-feeding sugar to the pig, and he said the ambas-sador had visited the pig several times during his tenure here.The boar's odd status in Afghanistan was underlined 
in 2009, when he was briefly taken off exhibit in the middle 
of a swine flu scare. 
Maybe a boar isn't an elephant, 
but in Afghanistan, it's a rarity
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1. Sloths 6. Penguins
2. Ducklings 7. Hedgehogs
3. Puppies 8. Otters
4. Kittens 9. Seals
5. Hippos 10. Cheetahs
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‘Mad Love’ for The 
Makena Hartlin Band
By KAYLIN SEARLES
THE PARTHENONTrinity Episcopal Church, located on Fifth Avenue and 
11th Street, will have its first Marshall Day this Sunday.
Marshall Day will be a celebration of the growing re-
lationship between Marshall University and Trinity 
Episcopal Church, and will give Huntington community 
members the chance to show their appreciation for the 
university.The event will start with a worship service, Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m., and will be open to everyone. During the 
service, the Trinity Choir, under Mark Smith, will join the 
Marshall University Choir, under David Castlebury.  After 
the service, home-smoked barbecue, side dishes and a 
cake in honor of Marshall will be offered.
This will be the first Marshall Day of many, according to 
the Rev. Chip Graves.
“We hope to make it an annual event,” Graves said. “We 
are having this event to celebrate Marshall. We have a 
long relationship and history that go with Marshall and 
we want to support that relationship.”
Trinity Church has many connections to the university. 
Graves said the idea for Marshall Day came up frequently 
with people who are affiliated with Marshall and involved 
in the church. 
“Most of our choir is made up of Marshall students,” 
Graves said. “We have so many connections with 
Marshall.”
Graves hopes the day will extend the church’s relation-
ship with Marshall students and faculty.
“I hope they feel that they have a spiritual home away 
from campus,” Graves said.  “Marshall is a very important 
aspect of our community in Huntington. This will provide 
extended support for students and faculty members.”
Currently, the church provides financial scholarships to 
students who sing in the choir and hopes to include Mar-
shall in more outreach programs.  
The church joins with other churches from the area 
every Saturday and provides “River City Ministries” for 
community members, many of whom are homeless. The 
downtown riverfront becomes a place for worship, food 
and free clothing.  One Saturday a month students from 
the School of Medicine join the ministry and provide free 
health care.
Kaylin Searles can be contacted at searles1@mar-
shall.edu.
MU Day at Trinity Church
Trivia Quiz: Academy Awards
By Amy Fickling
(MCT)
A
B
C
d
2
 
After having made a name for himself 
as the mastermind behind a slew of TV 
shows, what screenwriter and producer 
new to the big screen will host this 
year’s academy awards?
Matt Groening
Jerry Bruckheimer
Seth Meyers
Seth MacFarlane
1
 
The first-ever Academy Awards, which 
lasted 15 minutes and was neither 
televised nor broadcast on the radio, 
took place when?
A
B
C
d
1920
1929
1935
1946
3  Which of these producers has been at awards ceremonies over the 
years with the most Best Picture 
nominations throughout his career?
A
B
C
d
Stephen Soderbergh
George Lucas
Steven Spielberg
Martin Scorsese
3. C 2. D 1. B ANSWERS: 1. B 2. D 3. C
YOU’RE AS GOOD
AS THE PEOPLE YOU’RE WITH.
PHOTO COURTESY OF TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PHOTO COURTESY OF BEATONEREPEAT
By JONATHAN SUTTON
BEATONREPEAT.COM
From time to time I really enjoy listening to 
a good “Southern” Country band. 
   The Makena Hartlin Band satisfies that 
craving and reminds that being Southern is a 
state of mind.  
  With a few great songs in their repertoire 
it was also a challenge to decide which to 
highlight. 
  You are going to be happy that “Mad Love 
Song” is the one we choose, but then again 
we really couldn’t go wrong.
   Rich with sound, this folksy ballad 
successfully highlights not only some 
great vocal talent, but the knowledge of 
instruments the band has access to. If you 
follow them on twitter, you know they would 
love to feature an upright bass sometime, 
and that is only going to add richness to 
what they have going on. 
Mad Love Song also has some bluesy under-
tones which only add substance to the song 
and made it a great example of a fresh Country 
sound.
Having met for a studio production, 
The Makena Hartlin Band hails from the 
“Southern” South Side of Chicago, forming in 
late 2012. 
The band is composed of Drummer and Pro-
ducer, Dave Skala, J.D. King (Guitar/musical 
director), Andy Ross (Steel Guitar/Mandolin) 
and Bill Richardson (Bass/Banjo/Executive 
Producer) to support an “amazing young coun-
try singer-songwriter” (Makena) on her debut 
album.
They discuss the rare chemistry that became 
apparent to them all during that recording 
session, and you can feel it in their music. 
Makena’s songs are deeply reflective and 
thoughtfully delivered in a way that makes 
the stories she’s painting compelling and easy 
to relate to. She writes of love had, love lost, and all of 
the in betweens that come along. 
Her upcoming debut album speaks sin-
cerely about the delicate dance that is life.
Until the album drops, you can purchase 
“Mad Love Song” and “While You’re In Ten-
nessee” over at ReverbNation, with half of 
the initial proceeds being a donation to the 
Fender Music Foundation. Put some great new 
music on repeat today, and give to a worthy cause – no way you can lose on this one!
